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Vienna, Austria 

December 12, 2003 
 
 

 
Ministers of the thirty-three Participating States in the Wassenaar Arrangement 
on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and 
Technologies are pleased that the quadrennial assessment of the functioning of 
the Arrangement has concluded with several important agreements to advance 
further the Wassenaar Arrangement's non-proliferation and international security 
and stability goals. 
 
We wish to reaffirm the importance of the Wassenaar Arrangement as one of the 
pillars of multilateral efforts towards peace and stability.  We believe agreements 
reached in the context of the Wassenaar Arrangement can play a critical role in 
preventing the diversion of legal arms transfers and in promoting responsible 
national export control policies for conventional arms and dual-use goods and 
technologies.  In this context, we strongly endorse multilateral efforts to develop 
strict controls on the transfer of Man-Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS) 
that continue to pose one of the most serious threats to the safety of international 
civil aviation. 
 
As we look ahead and consider future threats to international security and 
stability, we are convinced that countries committed to a stable international 
order must work together closely to prevent conventional weapons and sensitive 
dual-use technologies from being used to perpetrate terrorist acts.  Terrorists 
must be stopped from diverting weapons from legitimate channels.  Building 
upon the momentum developed during the 2003 Assessment, we believe that 
continued collaboration between the Participating States of the Wassenaar 
Arrangement will make a significant contribution to global security. 
 


